
BDTLER SEES MERIT

IN DRAFT OF LEAGUE

Colnmbia's Prcsldont Says,
However, It Is Clumsy Bit

of Workmnnsltip.

ritOPEIt BASIS IS LAID

Ho Fcnrs Tlnn Bristlos "With

Difficulties for U. S. nnd
Britain.

Dr. Nlcholai Murray Butler, president
of Columbia University, sees In the draft
plan for a League of Nations which

rresident Wilson submitted to the Peace
Conference a real beginning In bringing
about a better organization of the world.

In a dlscu;elon of the plan last' night
he put particular and approving emphn-rl- s

on six points which he considers the
most Important, but added that the plan
si so far presented "bristles with dim-cultl-

end perhaps Impossibilities for
rations such as the United States and
Great Britain, which must be taken out
of the draft before It Is presented for
Anal action." lie also said the draft
Itnelf "Is as clumsy n. bit of workman-thl- p

an the history of International
rir'ements affords."

'The constructive critic of the draft
plan for a League of Nations will Iirst
rk out Its strong points nnd law ls

on them," said Dr. Itutlcr.

Most Important Fact.
The most Important fact li that the

draft plan proposes a real league and
a league of those nations which have
teen In alliance to win the war and that
other nations will only be admitted to it
It the assent be had of not less than

of the nations who are to
jaln In the proposed covenant. This In
rrtect established the league upon the
foundation of the principles for which
the war has been fought and makes It
rertaln that no other nation will be ad-
mitted to the league unlet It Is able to
give effective ruarantees of Its Intention
t observe Its International engagements
end unless It Is ready to conform to
men general regulations as the league
may determine.

This has seemed to me the only pos-elb- le

way In which a beginning could be
rsade In brlnglnr; about a better organ-
ization of the world. It expressly con- -t

edicts the unwise view that the nations
In arms against us should be admitted to
llie league at Its organization and on
the same terms with the allied Powers.

"The second point of Importance Is
he covenant set out In Article 1J, which

Is an agreement to postpone war with a
tw to avoiding It through the use of

methods and Instrumentalities therein
named. It Is Interesting to compare
this paragraph line by line with some
of the proposals and votes of The Hague
conference of 1899 nnd 1907. Such a
comparison will make It plain that no
very distinct advance has been made
over the ground sained at the second
plague conference, unless It be true, as
It probably Is, that the experiences of
this war nave Immensely increased the
likelihood of nations faithfully keeping
hclr International engagements here-

after. The curious minded will read
ngaln the provisions of the twenty-fir- st

article of the treaty of Ouadeloupe-Jtldalg- o,

made between the United States
end Mexico In 1848, apd, perhaps will
raise their eyebrows at some subsequent
happenings.

Force of PnMtc Opinion.
The third point that Is Implicit

throughout the whole draft is recogni-
tion of the fact that the real sanction
behind any such plan as Is proposed for
the postponement or prevention of war
ii the public opinion of the world. Theve of economic compulsion upon an

belligerent can be made very
terrible, but even as to this more than
one nation will find serious difficulties
not always wholly constitutional In
rnaracter. As to the armed force In the
tackground 'It can only bo said that
that is always In the background, al-
ways has been and always will be until
rociety fs ready to dissolve In smoke.

"A fourth and most Important point
! contained In Article 23, but It Is so
lumslly and awkwardly phrased as to

require complete rewriting In order to
l" either practical or consonant with
the Constitution of the United States.
Trie principle contained In this article
was explicitly Ftated and affirmed by
'the Tlepubllcan State Convention of New
York at Saratoga In July last The
proper statement of this principle Is not
that no treaty or International engage-
ment will be binding unless registered
with the secretary-gener- of the league,
but that any treaty or International
nigagement which Is not so registered
will not be recognized by the league as
ere which these covenants require It to
t.ike cognizance of and to enforce.

'This Is the principle of open
i olomacy, and puts secret International
"gagoments outside the pale of Inter-- .
atlonal law. As now written Article

' i Is plainly Incompatible with the Con-- i
itutlon of the United States. It can

readily be rewritten In the manner sug-
gested by the New York State Republi-
can? so as to remove this difficulty.

nnckwnril Peoples.
"A fifth point, and one which Is of

even greater moral than practical
la that which recognizes the

duty of the moro advanced peoples to-
ward those more backward In civiliza-
tion. The public opinion of the world has
for some time past demanded that the
political and economic exploitation of
backward peoples be brought to an end.
The allied Powers which have won the
war now unanimously assent to this
Mew and thereby establish It as a part
ef the code of civilization. Five hun-
dred years from now the historian of
the black men and the brown men who
iwell In the remoter part of the earth

HI point, to the establishment of this
policy as we point to Magna Charta and
to the discovery of America.

"A sixth point Is the recognition In
Article 20 of other International Inter-
ests than law, trade and commerce. It
Is a fins thing to have the free nations
combine In a declaration that It Is part
of their duty to secure and maintain
fair and humane conditions for the hand
workers of the world. Whether or not
this Is merely a pious declaration will
be proved by the way In which this art-

icle Is Interpreted and administered.
"After so much has been said It must

be added that the draft plan bristles
w.th difficulties and perhaps with Impos-Mhilttl-

particularly for nations such as
ireat Britain and the United States.

These must bo closely examined In mi-
nutest detail and such of them as are
impractlble taken out of the draft be.
fore It Is presented for final action.

"The draft Itself Is as clumBy a bit
of workmanship as the history of Inter-
national agreements affords. It lacks to
rn extraordinary degree orderly

precision of language and
loriclseness. Prolixity and dtffuseness

well as bad arrangement make It hard
o read and difficult to, understand. An
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man should h tm, a m..... ,wsimplify It
It Is much to be regretted that In

reporting; this draft plan to the con-
ference tho President ahiMiM V -
occasion to emphasize again the

notion that the free peoples
of the world are Inadequately repre-
sented by their Governments, but must
In some way be represented by volunteergroups of spokesmen. This la as un-
democratic and unrepublican a notion ascan well be Imagined, for It seta up class
consciousness and class differences In
the place of a common and equal demo-
cratic citizenship.

"Free peoples mould their Govern-
ments to their liking and If when a
Government Is so moulded It Is Im-
mediately told by a fraction of the com-
munity that It Is unrepresentative the
bas s for orderly conduct of the people's

u,.i, Disappears. There are some
theorists nnd doctrinaires who would
WelCOniA Rllph B MnilKInn . m I 1

what they are pleased to call plural
sovereignly, out at bottom It Is nonsense
and at top, middle and bottom It Is

"FinallV It t. fn Via Mm..,,... ... U.
splendid French phrase 'Society of
inHimna was not ueed Instead of the
Phrase 'TnniA nf Mail,- - ....
wish to bring into existence Is properly
uescriDea . Dy the term 'Society of
Nations.

"MeanwtillM ti - t
for the one treaty of peace which most
aireciiy ana most immediately Interests
It v

FACED DEATH DAILY

IN BOLSHEVIK CELL

Senators Aphnst nt, Experi-

ences of U. E. Simmons,
Prisoner of Beds.

Sptciat Deimleh to Tnit Sc.
Washington, Feb. ID. The Senators

Investigating the Bolshevlkt propaganda
In America were aghnst y at the
recital of tho (prison experiences of
Rojer E. Simmons, an American for-
estry expert, who spent eleven days in
the hands of the Red terrorists, not
knowing from one minute to the next
when he was to be led out to the execu-
tion place and have bullets fired through
his heart, as he had seen scores of his
prison acquaintances nuffer.

Mr. Simmons related that he was put
under arrest at Vologda last summer as
he was recovering from pneumonia,
which had prevented him from leaving
Russia when warning was given ail
foreigners of ally nativity to get away.
He said that he was kept for three days
In a prison car attached to tho Bol-
shevik Kommlssar for the Vologda
Commune. Ills passport, Blgned by Am-
bassador Francis, was disregarded by
the terrorist In command, and after
three days of not knowing whether he
was to be allowed to live or not, he was
put aboard a train and sent to the main
prison In Moscow.

Prison Cells Overcrowded.
The witness said that In his first place

of Incarceration he wns cellmate of
eighty-fiv- e men In a room meant to ac-
commodate about thirty. He was later
moved to moro comfortable quarters In a
cell with twenty-fiv- e men, which had
been meant to accommodate twenty-thre- e.

But It was not of the suffering
that Simmons had so much to tell the
committee as of the character of the
men with whom he was confined.

He said that contrary to his expecta-
tion nearly all of the men with whom
he found himself Jailed were of the mid-
dle or working clarees, some of them
being peasants. Every few hours one
or another of them would be summoned
to a hea 'Ing and usually they never re-

turned. He said that of the number of
men with whom lie was confined 80 per
cent had no Idea of what the pharge
laid against them might be.

Mr. Simmons said that after the elev-
enth day of his confinement he man-
aged, by giving a bribe to a sentry, to
bring the Swedish Minister to his aid
and his release was effected. In the
period ot his 'ncarceratlon he saw doz-
ens of men taken out and shot on the
simple charge that they were unwilling
to subscribe to the tenants of Bol-
shevism.

Murdered on Trcnson Chnrgw,
Men who were Socialists or social rev-

olutionists who would not, when dragged
before the Bolshevik tribunal, say that
If released they would work with and
for Bolshevism were ruthlessly murdered
on the allegation of treason.

He recited the Instance of a young
man of Russian birth, but a British sub-
ject who had been confined with him In
the prison car at Vologda. This man
was led out and shot without even the
form of a trial. He said also that a
Russian gentleman who had been the
counsel for the British Consulate and
who was confined with him had aroused
him one night, saying:

"Please come and talk to-- me. for they
are going to take me out and shoot me

morning, nnd If you'll tell me
about America and about Siberia It will
keep my mind off the horror of It"

Mr. Simmons Insisted to the commit-
tee that the hopo of treating with the
Bolshevists as a responsible Government
of a nation was altogether out of the
question. As has every other expert with
any Russian knowledge who has appeared
before the committee he asserted that the
Bolshevlkt really constituted themselves
out of the Idealists In combination with
the criminals.

MANY DYING AT BREST.

Medical Officer Tells Senate Com-

mittee of Had Conditions.
WASHlNaTON, Feb. IS. Major Samuel

W. Ellsworth of the Medical Corps, re-

cently returned from France, told the
Senate Military Committee y that
many returning American soldiers were
dying of disease at the embarkation
camp at Brest, Franco, after coming
from the front line In good physical
condition.

"I could forgive a heavy death rate
and unsanitary conditions when we
were sending troops to France and
when the Germans were breaking
through the allied lines," he said, "but
when the war Is over these conditions
should be remedied."
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SENATORS ARE WARY

ABOUT LEAGUE PLAN

Continutd from First Vagr,

document at all without comprehensive
further study, were Senators Reed, Dem-
ocrat (Mo.), and Knox, Republican
(P.).

Senator Borah (Idaho) discussed the
abrogation of tho Monroo Doctrine to tho
exclunton ot the other features, saying:

"The Instrument ns a whole requires
much study In order to know what In
detail shall be Its obligations In caso It
Is finally adopted, but one thing is cleat,
that as It stands It Is a renunciation of
the Monroe Doctrine. It distinctly wipes
out all distinction between European
and American affairs. Whatever doubt
there may be as to details there can be
no doubt as o fundamental propo-
sition.

"We obligate ourselves to go to Europe
and participate In all the European af-
fairs within tho Jurisdiction of the league
and the European Powers obligate
themselves to to the Western Con-
tinent and deal with western affairs,
for the territorial Jurisdiction Is the

In one continent as In the other.

Won Id Invndn This Continent.
"In the preamble It provides for "In-

ternational cooperation' In all matters
within the Jurisdiction of the league,
whether In one part of the world or the
other. The league would sit In Judg-
ment upon matters between Japan and
Mexico Just tho samo as It would be-
tween Great Britain nnd Hio BilkanB.

"The Monroe Dlctrlne Is a personal
doctrine an It wern to the United States.
We have permitted any one else
to have anything to say about It or to b
In any respect responsible for Its en-

forcement or That Is
the distinguishing and Indeepensabte es-

sential of the document
"President Wilson once most cor-

rectly: 'The Monroe Doctrine was pro-
mulgated by the United States upon our
own authority. It always has been and
always will be maintained upon our own
responsibility.'

"But In Article X we learn his con-
tracting parties undertake to preserve
as against external aggression the ter-
ritorial Integrity and existing Inde-
pendence" of all States, members of the
league. In case of any such aggression
or In case of any threat or danger of
such aggression the executive council
shall advise upon the means by which
the obligation shall be fulfilled.

"If the South American countries
Join the league and Germany, If she Is a
member, or some other Kuropean coun-
try, threatens the territorial Integrity of
any 6outh American country the league,
not tho United States, takes charge of
the matter. The matter will be settled,
not by the Congress of the United States,
but by the league at the capital of the
world.

AVonlrt Tleld Oar Independence.
"If Japan threatens to take South-

ern California we would not settle the
matter, but would refer It to the
tribunal and disposing agencies of the
league. In other words, In ail prob-
ability thi enttre matter would be de-
cided. If we nro to assume a ma-
jority vote is to prevail, by the Euro-
pean Powers.

"There are two other provisions In
the league constitution which might be
cited as hearing directly the mat-
ter, but I apprehend that no one
contend that under the sweeping terri-
torial Jurisdiction given to the league

the Monroe Doctrine would not
disappear."

Senator Tolndexter (Washington)
Republican, analyzed the constitution
exhaustively. He said :

"The eighth article provides. The
executive council shall also determine
for the consideration and action of tho
several Governments what military equip-
ment and armament Is fnlr and reason-
able In proportion to the Hcale of forces
laid down In the programme of disarma-
ment, and these limits when adopted
shall not be exceeded without the per-
mission of the erecutivo council.'

"This provision transfers to the
League of Nations the sovereign prerog-
ative nf fixing the relative and absolute
s lie of the armies and navies of the sev-
eral countries. Under It Great Britain
might be allowed a navy of a certain
size and tho United States a navy of
another size.

"The transfer of such power to an
association of foreign nations such as
the proposed league would out of
the hands of the people of the United
States, acting through their own Govern-
ment, the liberty of protecting their ter
ritory and Institutions and the rights of
Its citizens when Invaded as In the at-
tack made upon us hy Germany. There
is no power in the President nor In th
Senate nor In Congress Itself nor In all
combined to transfer In this way the
sovereign power of the nation.

Sees Ahsnrdtty In Disarming;.
"It would be the height of absurdity

even It agreed to by each Individual
nation for the Alllei to dlairm them-
selves as proposed by thle draft while
our enemies adopt a perfect nnd thorough
system of military preparation.

"Article XII. provides for arbitration
or inquiry by the executive council of

as well as Justiciable
questions, however vital they may be to
the Independence, safety, honor or even
existence of the nation, nnd proposed
that the United States should bind Iteelf
after'Miuch submln3lon not to resort to
war even though it might bo vitally nec-
essary for our protection 'until three
months after tho award,' &c, however
long a time might elapse until the award
was made, "and that they will not even
then resort to war as against a member
of the league which complies with the
award of the arbitrators or the

of the executive council.' This
provision If agreed to by the United
States and eo long as our agreement
should be observed would put under the
control of foreign Powers every question
which might affect our independence,
safety, honor or existence,

"It Is unconscionable, and the Amer-
ican peoplo wilt never understanding
ratify It. nnd If rntltled It would never
be and could never be keit In the fnco of
an attack upon our vital Interests such
as often occurred In the past "

"Section XVIII, provides. The high
contracting parties agree that tho league
shall be Intrusted with general super-
vision of the trade In and nmmun-nltlo- n

with the countries In which the
control of this trafflo U necessary In the
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common Interest.' The Constitution of
the United States vests In Congress It
alone the power 'to regulate commerce
with foreign nations.' Tho proposal by
this Article XVIII. to vest this power In a
foreign league Is unconstitutional. Fur-
thermore, It Is abhorrent to the ct

of the United States and a sur-
render of our sovereignty,

Wonld Involve Knnrmons Cost.
"Article XIX. pledges the United States

to participate In the gunrdtanshlp of
Kyria, Armenia and various 'people of
Central Africa.' In the fulfilment of our
obligations under such n trust wo would
be called upon Inevitably to end armed

etfols and forces Into various parts of
the world at enormous expense and pos-
sible loss of life."

Other Senators endeavored to sum up I
briefly the opinion on the entire docu-
ment In a few words. The following
may be accepted as giving a fair eur-ve- y

of the attitude of the Senate on the
problem :

Kenatnr A'ew (lnd lep.)t "One or Is
the greatest objection of the proposed
constitution of the Lcaguo of Nations to Is
my mind Is that It affects most adversely
the Monroe Doctrine, which I think Is
the very last thing which the American
people will want to surrender. I rcallre
that to gain something In havmi,-- a
league of Nations wo must surrender'
something, but It seems to me tha. the
Monroe Doctrine Is the' last thing we
ought to sacrifice. The positive benefits
of the proposal I have not discovered of
yet."

Senator noke Smith (fla.. I)m.)i "I
want more time to study the proposed
constitution. I want to hear whet the
President has to say. In C general way
I favor cooperation of the nations to
maintain peace."

Senator Smith (Mleh Hep.) I "The
responsibility of the Amerlcnn Govern-
ment Is out of all proportion to the ben-
efits our country can derive from such
an arrangement. The American Gov-
ernment l absolutely vital to the suc-ce- a

of such an enterprise, and I fear we
must yield some of our sovereign rights altIf wo enter this arrangement In absolute
good faith. Personally I would feel
much less concerned about the future If
our country was attending to Its own af-
fairs, e'toutly maintaining the Monroe
Doctrine and the balance of power."

Senator Sherman (111.. Ilep.) : "It Is
The Hague convention with economic
pressure added. There is no provision
for International police. There Is no
means of enforcing It. It Is a complete I
abandonment of the President's pence
league is proclaimed by him on his de-
parture for France. If an outlaw nation
makes war on a league member the
league will address a homily on Its un-
ladylike behavior In nttncklng one of the
league members. I would oppoM the
League of Nations which removed n.ny
part of the sovereignty of the United
Mates." to

(Irate Dangrr In Proposal. be

Senator King (I'tah, Dem.lt 'The
American people are never going to
abandon the Monroe Doctrine. They the
never are going to abdicate any of their
sovereign rights. Kven a cursory read-
ing of the document reveals many grave
dangers."

Senator Robinson (Arlc Pem.)i "The
proposed league Is In the nature of an
experiment. It Is natural that existing for
nations should approach the subject with
caution. Nevertheless Its purposes are In
so far reachlngiln Importance that surely
no one In sympathy with them will re
sist the momentum of the Influence
now seeking to establish a League of
Nations. The avoidance In the future
of wars like that from which hnmarlty
has Just emerged Is an end to be detlrod
by all. It Is hardly to be hoped that a
completely successful plan will be
evolved with the first effort No doubt
the league before It can accomplish all
the purposes desired must undergo some
thing In the nature of an evolution."

Senator Rauadell (I.au. Bern.) I "The
League of Nations provided In the
charter will prove the greatest agency

t
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for world peace ever devised by man.
Is filled with mnny wise provisions."

Senntor MeKellar (Tenn Bern.)!
'To President Wilson Is due tho appre-
ciation of the allied nations and of all
civilized peoples In the world for the
consummation of the League of Nations
project. It Is a peculiar triumph for
him. .The United States, to my mind,
will be under a great advantage In this
League of Nations. I do not share the
opinion held by somo critics of the
lengue that as created It will mean the
overthrow of the Monroe Doctrine. 1

cannot see that there has been the
slightest sacrlflco of American sover-
eignty."

Senator Shafroth (Col., Dem.)i "1
favor the League of Nations ns devel-
oped by the Paris conference, although

do not think It Is drastic and strong
enough."

Senntor Thompson (Kan,, Tem.)i "I
am heartily In favor of It. The Presi-
dent got what ho went after. He has
written many great documents, but this

the greatest of them all."
Senator Pomerene (Ohio. I)em.)i "This
n great step In the advancement of

ctvlllrntion. It will appeal to evory
civilized nation and every nation will
hesitate to go counter to the wishes of
such a lenguo after a full and Impartial
Investigation of any International dis-
pute. It may mean tho lots of certain
elements of sovereignty with Indivtluat
nations, but the great purpose, of the
league to avert another world cataclysm

war I believe will be accomplished."
Senator Plttmnn (Nev., Tlem.lt "The

President has won the greatest diplo-
mats victory recorded In history. Ho
has overcome the cynical diplomat the
skeptical statesman and the hopeless
materialist."

Cnliler 'Withholds Judgment.
Senator Calder. (X. T., nep.li "I have

read the draft of the constitution for the
League of Nations, but hesitate com-
menting on It until I have made n more
careful rtudy of Its provisions. Its pur-
pose Is Ideal. Whether It can prevent

war In tho future without In doing so
destroying the principles of government
for which the United States stands Is the
question we must decide. Until further
complete opportunity Is riven for Its
careful analysis I shall withhold my
Judgment."

Senator Vnrdaman pflis.. Dem.1t
"Tho President Is coming home well
pleased with his little gold rattle."

Senator F.rellnghnjaen (IT, J Rep.lt
may be nnclent In my Ideas, but I ad-

here to the old traditions of American-
ism. I still etand for the Independence
and I still stand for the Monroe Doc-
trine. This League of Nations as
evolved hy the Paris conference over-
rides both of these American principles.
We do not want to sacrifice the Inde-
pendence of America to a League of Na-
tions that is going to decide things as

what our armament is to be. It would
a very different thing If the league

proposed universal disarmament but to
make the degree of America's prepar-
edness for dependent upon

Judgment of our colleagues In &
League of Nations I oppose."

Senator Spencer (Mo., nep.lt "This
league of Nations Idea Is brimful of
glittering generalities. There Is little
substance to It I favor a league of na-
tions, but I do not want one that means

us the abandonment of our national-
ism. Under this we would be submerged

an Internationalism In which we would
have to cooperate with small nations
having petty disputes, and they would
have a voice In our affairs."

Major-Ge- n. II. E. Wood to Retire,
Washington, Feb. IS. Major-Ge- n.

Robert K. Wood has been relieved as
acting Quartermaster General at his own
request and will return soon to private
business In New Yorlt which he left to
Join the nrmy when the United States
went to war. Ho succeeded Brlg.-Oe- n.

Harry I Rogers, until recently Chief
Quartermaster of the expeditionary force.
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AIMS TO IMPEACH

U. S. COMPTROLLER

Kouso Hcsolution Culls for In-

quiry Into Williams's Of-

ficial

GAINS HINTED

Coercion of Baitlts and Use of
Examiners as Spies Are

Charged.

Aftclal Dttpatch to Trrs Btnt.

Washington, Feb. IS. Accompany-
ing a bill to abollth the office of the
Comptroller of ths Currency Representa-
tive MeFadden (Pa.). Republican, a
former president ot the Pennsylvania
Association of Bankers, Introduced a res-

olution y calllmr for an Investiga-

tion by a select committee ot the House
to "Inquire Into the official conduct of
John Skelton Williams, Comptroller of

the Currency."
The resolution Is so framed that with

a few changes to refer It to the Ju-

diciary Committee, ard If accompanied
by a verbal demand for Impeachment, It

may, be made the basis for Impeachment
proceedings.

In announcing the Introduction of
these measures Mr. MeFadden spoke
first on the alleged autocratlo misuse
of his powers by Mr. Williams In trans-

ferring Government funds from State
banks and trust companies with a view
to coercing the latter to enter the Fed-

eral Reserve System, and second on
rumors, which he repeated, of the use
by Mr. Williams of Information gained
In his official capacity for personal gains.

Bxasnlnera as Spies.
After charging that Federal bank ex-

aminers, largely from the South, were
serving as personal spies for the Comp-

troller, Mr. MeFadden said:
"I call attention to the fact that

rumors sre floating around that the
Comptroller of the Currency has used
Information obtained In his official ca-

pacity for speculation In stock and per-

sonal profits and Uiat he has not hesi-
tated to pass the word around to the
faithful. I call attention to the rumor
floating around that there are many
speculators among the people connected
with private banks and bankers who
get information from this source and
I think it well to look Into the New
Tork. Richmond and Baltimore connec-
tions, which are either controlled by
Williams or members of his family, and
I would also point to the recent wild
speculations In International Merchant
Marine stock, while tho Government was
deciding what It would do with their
tonnage."

The Investigating resolution was re-

ferred to the Rules Committee, where a
hearing will be sought In the near fu-

ture. It directs the Investigating com-
mittee to Inquire Into Mr. Williams's re-

lationship with the Secretaries of tho
Treasury, War and Iho Navy, the Com-
missioner of Internal Revenue, the Fed-
eral Reserve Board, tho War Finance
Corporation, the Capital Issues Commit-
tee, the Shipping Board and the Emer
gency Fleet Corporation, and continues:

"Said committee shall also Inquire
whether said Williams had any pr!rte
banking connections or partnerships or
otherwise Interested In banking or brok-
erage concern In the cities of Rich
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mond, Va or Baltimore, Md.. or both,
and what connection, any or all of these
have had hi the past year with purchased
or sales of stocks In International Mer-
chant Marine and Russian bonds or other
securities, If any fiduciary or other re-

lationship exists, or has existed, between
such banks and the Richmond Federal
Reserve Bank or Its branch at Balti-
more.

Further Points nf Inquiry.
"Said committee shall nlso Inquire

into the official conduct of said Jnjih
Skelton Williams In his official capacity
as Director ot Finances and Purchases
of the United States Railroad Adminis-
tration.

"Said committee shall Inquire Into the
acquisition of sites for naval operations
of any kind and report to the House
whether In their opinion the sold John
Skelton Williams while In said office of
Comptroller of the Currency, or In an
official capacity directly, Indirectly or

In connection with any other
governmental office, commission, board
or agency has been guilty of acts which
were designed or calculated to overthrow,
subvert or corrupt the Government of
tho United States, or any department or
officer thereof; and whether tho said
John SMton Williams has been guilty
of any .t, or has conspired with oth-
ers to do acts which In contemplation of
the Constitution are high crimed or mis-
demeanors requiring the Interposition of
the constitutional powers of this House;
nnd for such purposes said committee
shall have power to send for persons and
papers and administer oaths, and shall
have the right to report at any time."

Discussing his resolution nnd bill In
the House, Mr. MeFadden quoted a let-
ter to Richard L. Austin, agent of the
Federal Reserve Bank at Philadelphia,
from John S. Fisher, Pennsylvania Com-
missioner nf Banking, This letter said
that one of the trust companies of the
State, for years the depository for one of
the big railroad systems, wns notified by
Mr. Williams that unless the company
was converted Into a national bank the
railroad deposits would be withdrawn
and given to some national bank.

Representative Garner (Tex.) asked
If It was not possible that some Influ-
ence was being brought to bear on Mr.
Williams by the Federal reserve banks
to force bankers Into the system.

Withdrawal of Funds.
Mr. MeFadden said he did not know,

but that tens of millions of dollars had
been withdrawn from one trust company
and transferred to other banks 'without
any advance notice. Mr. MeFadden con-
tinued:

'There have also ,been called to my
attention cases where railroads have ap-
pealed to the finance division of the
Railroad Administration for financial
aid ns provided for by recent legislation
enacted by Congress, in which the re-
volving fund of $500,000,000 was cre-
ated, and that John Skelton Williams, as
director of finance, refused to grant ad-
vances to railroads unless the trustee-
ship under the mortgage was changed
from the regular trustee of long stand-
ing to some other trustee that was ac-
ceptable to him."

tVllIlnms Welcomes Inquiry.
At Mr. Williams's office the

following statement wa given out:
"I am Just Informed of the sugges-

tion, presented In the House y by
Representative MeFadden, for a special
Investigation of my official conduct

"I will welcome such an Investigation
most heartily and will do all In my
cower to hasten the appointment of the
committee Mr. MeFadden suggests and
the lrcti,'i Nj proposes.

".rk iors of which he spoke are
new n rn Since they have been put
be'e ti" vubllc by me the sooner and
ico'f thoroughly they aro probed to the
fit'o.n and traced to their respective

the better I shall be pleased,
"t !a -- ntlrely possible that Mr. McFad-Ce-

for reaions known to himself, will
not be so well pleased with the results
as I will be, hut I challenge him dis-
tinctly to proceed."
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OF PROSPERITY

IN PHILIPPINES1

- General
Says Natives Arc Incrcns- -

,

in? in Islands.

Describing the great prosperity of thTT,
Philippine Islands Gov.-Ge- Francis ' "
Burton Harrison told former nnd pres-

ent residents ot the Islands nt the- -
banquet In hie honor at the
last night that the Increased welfar;
of the Filipinos was a striking evidence
of the Improved and completely har-
monious relations their race
and the Americans.

"Filipinos' he said. "nr
now Investing In their own country Ip- -
atead of sending their money to France '
and Spain as formerly. Americans are..-- -,

largely Increasing their holdings In Phil-- .,.,
Ipplno Interests, and I look for an even"""
greater Increase after a world peace Und-
eclared. This Is eloquent testlmonr-i- t
of satisfaction on both sides with th.rtexisting political conditions. Coneerva- - ...
tlve Americans and Filipinos alike nrev
convinced that the Filipino people are Si."
capable of condfctlng their affairs under lthe present form of

"Tho circulation of money In the lsl-- .w

ands has more than doubled In the past Wi
three years; so has the foreign trade.
Tho figures for 1918 are. Imports

and exports aL
balance In favor of the Islands of $.1T,-nr- l,

000,000. Sixty-thre- e per cent of this ,
trade was with the United States, viz., yf.r
$59,000,000 of Imports from, and $8!,-'v- n

C00.000 of exports to the United States." n'ln.
The Governor-Gener- al added that Phll-.- "

Ipptnlzntlon the adding of natives to ro-
bustness staffs was spreading among"
American nnd foreign houses In the lsl-i- r.

ands nnd was considered a success. Dr. ''.
II. Parker Willis of the Federal Reserve '
Board praised Gov.-Ge- Harrison's worki""
In the Philippine National a.
Bank, and Manuel L. Quezon, president
of the Philippine Senate, who acted ns"

said a large part of tlin""
progress of the Islands was attributable-- .
to the Governor-Genera- l. Other speak-"- "
ers were George H. Falrchlld nnd Ca-ml- lo

Oslns. a.

i

Blames Federal Agents in
Denial Made.

Washington, Feb. IS. Senator Smith
(Mich.) denounced In the Senate to-d-

tho action of Department of Justice
agents in Detroit, who, he said, had ar
rested discharged soldiers a day after
their arrival home for wenrltvr uniforms.
Ho said conflict between the depart-
ments of War and Justice was Involved.

Later Senator King (Utah) announced
he had been Informed by the Department
of Justice that no orders had been Is-

sued or position taken In regard to the
wearing of uniforms, nnd suggested that
"some bumptious official" at Detroit had
acted Illegally.

IK

or

A. V

Detroit, Feb. 15. The Detroit office"
of the Department of Justice
denied that agents of the Department ou
here have arretted soldiers for caring lr.uniforms. "

Two men wearing uniforms were ar-f-i"

rested by Michigan authorities neaps
Monroe, Mich., recently, It Is said, on
the charge of bringing liquor Into pro- -,

hlbltlon territory and Illegally wearlngt
the uniform.
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